TD’s Top Ten for 2007
My three favorite albums of the year were by Patty Griffin (Children Running Through), Sharon Jones & the Dap Kings (100 Days 100 Nights) and Bettye LaVette (The Scene of the Crime). All are exhilarating, career-defining sets and are highly recommended … but probably received a bit too much attention this year to make my official list. As always, it celebrates my somewhat more obscure faves of the year, listed below in alpha order, along with a few bonus picks. I just couldn’t whittle it down to ten this year. Enjoy!

The Aggrolites Reggae in L.A. (Hellcat Records) www.aggroreggae.com
Let’s get this party started! Raucous super high energy stuff that’ll have you grinnin’ ear to ear…that is if you ain’t dead yet. To be played at maximum volume, windows down.

Elizabeth Ames & the Countrypolitans Anytime (Ultrapolitan Records) www.ultrapolitanrecords.com  Melodic, upbeat California Country, with tasty instrumental backing, co-produced by Lloyd Maines. I’m sure Ms. Ames must have quite a following in Bakersfield. Her Texas soulmates are Walt Wilkins & the Mystiqueros Diamonds in the Sun (Palo Duro Records). www.waltwilkins.com Nice songwriting on both!
Dumpstaphunk Listen Hear (DP Records) www.dumpstaphunk.com
New Orleans music is back with a vengeance! Ian Neville and his crew bring the funk…and you will believe. Another one best experienced at high volume. Also check out the latest from fellow Crescent City funksters Papa Grows Funk Mr. Patterson’s Hat

(Funky Krewe Records) www.papagrowsfunk.com
Nuala Kennedy The New Shoes (Compass Records) www.nualakennedy.com
From Cape Breton comes one of the most impressive Celtic albums I’ve heard in years.
Twin flutes take the lead on the instrumentals instead of fiddles, and the results are literally breathtaking.

Mother Hips Kiss the Crystal Flake (Camera Records) www.motherhips.com
Can you spell “psychedelic?” These long-time Bay Area faves (originally from Chico) deserve more recognition and this charmingly listenable retro/60’s set might just do it.

Ryan Shaw This is Ryan Shaw (Columbia) www.thisisryanshaw.com
I rarely include major label artists in this list, but if you haven’t heard of this young man, do yourself a favor. This is the debut of a major new talent, though you’ll hear echoes of Stevie, Otis, Curtis, Marvin, Michael and other classic soul influences.  If JB is more your style, check out The Dynamites Kaboom! (Outta Sight) www.thedynamites.net 
Sean & Robi s & r (Tsunami/Poi Pounder) www.mountainapplecompany.com
My favorite Hawaiian release of the year brings together two gifted solo artists for an inspired collaborative set with superb instrumental backing. Most songs are sung in Hawaiian, with several traditional melodies. Sweet!

Soulive No Place Like Soul (Stax) www.soulive.com
The classic soul revival is in good hands with the latest release from this dynamic young ensemble.  Just try to sit still listening to this. Their stuff is tight!

Brian Stoltz Up All Night Live (Long Overdue Recordings) www.brianstoltz.com
Smokin’ two-disc live set from one of the contemporary masters of the Stratocaster, recorded in front of an appreciative audience at Alligator Alley in Oakland Park, FL, although the roots are pure Louisiana. Not to be missed!

Tcheka Nu Monda (Times Square Records) www.timesquarerecords.net
What is it about the island of Cape Verde that inspires such hauntingly beautiful music? Perhaps we should all schedule a pilgrimage to visit the source of this soulful brilliance. 
Lagnaippe
I can’t resist recommending these as well…

Robert Gordon and Chris Spedding It’s Now or Never (Ryko) robertgordonmusic.com

Another extraordinary talent who’s long overdue for more recognition. This set of Elvis tunes (both famous and obscure) will get you right where you live.

Pine Leaf Boys Blues de Musicien (Arhoolie) www.pineleafboys.com
If you have a taste for zydeco, this dynamic young group will definitely fill your bowl.
A high energy, stompin’ blast from the swamps that’ll set your toes to tappin’

P.S.

It’s no accident that I’ve featured a number of Louisiana artists on my list this year. I visited New Orleans in the Spring and they’re struggling.... It’s appalling how little has been done to rebuild most of the city. So, once again, I recommend you patronize my favorite independent NOLA record store, the Louisiana Music Factory. They offer prompt mail service, and you can order a number of these discs on-line through them (e.g. Brian Stoltz, Pine Leaf Boys, Dumpstaphunk, Papa Knows Funk) that are hard to find elsewhere. www.louisianamusicfactory.com  Pick up one of their “New Orleans Matters” t-shirts while you’re at it… the perfect stocking stuffer for the music lover on your list.

